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RE: Protest against Application to Appropriate Water No. 29-4476. A78780
Dear Mr. Olds:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) protests Application to Appropriate Water No. 29-
4438, out of concern the new diversion and depletion will injure senior Bear River water rights
appurtenant to the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge (Refuge). These Bear River rights are: 29-
3485, priority 1902, for 17.75 c¢fs; 29-3698, priority 1902, for 2.000 acre-feet per year; and 29-
1014, priority November 11, 1928, for 1,000 cfs. The applicant. Tremonton City, seeks to divert
ground water year-round at a rate of 3.34 ¢fs and a volume of 2,420 acre-feet per year for
municipal use. The proposed point of diversion is about 15 miles north of the Refuge and most-
likely in Bear River valley alluvium. The proposed use will be highly depletive and a large
percentage of the ground-water withdrawals will not return to the Bear River system.
Summertime flows currently do not supply Refuge senior rights and a new large appropriation
such as this will stress the river further, possibly requiring calls to limit junior diversions.

If you have questions concerning this protest, please call me at (303) 236-4491,
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Megan A. Estef
Chief, Division of Water Resources
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